RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
successful water-diviners have claimed to be able to detect metals as well. Thus it is stated that John Mullins, a very celebrated water-diviner and well-sinker, when a sovereign had been placed under each of three stones in a row of ten in a road, passed his rod over the stones. "When he came to a stone and the rod did not move he said, " Nothing here", but if it did move, he lifted the stone, took the sovereign and said, " Thankee, Master ". This is an experiment that could easily be tried. There are some dowsers who claim to be able not merely to detect metals but to be able to tell what the metal is. The most unexpected application of the divining-rod I have come across is a medical one. I have met a dowser who told me that, before taking a bottle of medicine, he passed the rod over it and if the rod were deflected he knew the medicine would do him good and he took it, while if the rod were not deflected he knew the medicine would be of no use for his complaint.
The greater number of experiments with the divining-rod have been made for the purpose of obtaining water and not for discovering the way in which the effects of the rod are produced. The object has been commercial rather than scientific.
In Barrett's Divining Rod, p. 256, an account is made of an experiment made to detect hidden coins by the divining-rod, which was successful, though there were one or two incidents which might arouse suspicion.
The divining-rod is perhaps of all phenomena which may be thought to be psychical, the one most favourable for experiment. The motion of the rod is a mechanical effect and gives an indication of the magnitude of the phenomenon. The conditions under which the effect occurs can be made definite, and there is no lack of 162